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The Guardian 

President’s Message 

By Carol Brusha 

T here is a bit of good news about what is taking place at the Village plus some sad 
news about closures of old favorites. 

Good News: The Village Gift Shoppe, owned by Linda and Mark Alleman, has 
reopened.  Days and hours are Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5p.m., but this could 
vary.  Linda said to call before coming over (818) 649-1664. 

Good News: While the physical doors of Glendale Yoga remain shut it is open for 
a variety of virtual classes on Zoom with a variety of instructors, including the well-
known Carl Dawson and Elyse Briggs.  The website, glendaleyoga.com, lists the  
classes.  For questions and to sign up, call owner Laura Bogner at 818-956-1621. 

I resisted when Laura started zooming but now I take as many classes as I can.  It 
has been a lifesaver for me. 

Good News (with a bit of melancholy): A new women’s apparel store, No Apol-
ogies Collection, recently opened at 1422 W. Kenneth.  Hours are Monday – Saturday, 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  To see some of the styles check out the 
website, noapologiescollection.com. 

This is where Friendly Travel, owned by the late Teresa Rocha, was located. We 
used her services several times and she did a splendid job.  It was always fun to go in 
and chat with her. 

Good News: Valen Marie Boutique, another women’s clothing store plus more, is 
across the street. It’s actually been there since February after taking over from Posh 
Doll.  Hours are Tuesday – Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Its website,  
valenmarie.com, also shows styles. 

Good News: Work is taking place inside for a new Mexican restaurant to be 
called Los Desvelados. A construction worker said it hopes to open in December. 

Sad News:  Mi Corazon closed. 

Sad News: The workout gym, Bars and Burns, closed. 

Kenneth Village Pandemic Update 

By Peter Fuad 
NWGHA President 

I f the three new accessory dwelling 
nits (ADUs) under construction on 

corner lots in Northwest Glendale are 
any indication, new ADUs will breach 
many of the hard-fought design compat-
ibility requirements championed over 
the years by your Association. 

(Continued on page 11) 

I was a Glendale 
Census Taker 

By Holly Keenan 

T he U.S. Census counts each 
resident of the country, where 

they live on April 1, every ten years end-
ing in zero and this year was no differ-
ent. Residents could fill out the question-
naire or go online with the link provided. 
The addresses who didn’t respond by 
April 1 ( Census Day) got a follow up. If 
they still didn’t respond they then got an 
in person visit and interview called “Non 
Response Follow Up” or in Census lin-
go: NRFU. 

Counting in a Pandemic 

The 2020 Census began right before 
the pandemic lockdown, and normally 
NRFU happens late April – July. This 
year the Census began training July 28 
and had a much shorter time to collect 
data via door knocking. The NRFU col-
lection period ended October 15. By 
law, under Title 13 U.S. Code, the Cen-
sus Bureau can only use the information 
it collects for statistics. The Census takes 
your privacy seriously, it is required by 
law to protect your information and can-

(Continued on page 6) 

By Carol Brusha 

The October 27 brush 
fire that erupted on a hill near Brand 
Park was quickly contained thanks to 
great work from 123 firefighting 
crews from Glendale, Burbank, 
Pasadena, Los Angeles County and 
City. They were assisted by water 
dropping helicopters and a Cana-
dair CL-215 turbo prop firefighting 
aircraft that scoops water from lakes. 
Close to 17 acres were burned. 

It started around 2 p.m., when 

(Continued on page 4) 

Brushfire! 
New ADUs Loom 
in Neighborhoods  
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The San Fernando Road Story 
 By Katherine Peters Yamada 

Glendale HIstorian 

N owadays, for those of us who live in 
Northwest Glendale, San Fernando 

Road is just another city street. But, it is 
one of the oldest and most historic routes 
in Southern California. 

Tongva Trail 

Once it was a trail, one that was 
most likely in use when the Tongva peo-
ple occupied the land. Their villages 
stretched from Topanga Canyon in the 
northwest to the base of Mount Wilson in 
the north, to the San Bernardino vicinity 
in the east and to the Aliso Creek vicinity 
in the southeast, according to a City of 
Glendale web site. 

In fact, the names of several nearby 

(Continued on page 3) 

▲ The Verdugo Valley around 1886, from a water-
color by artist Sutton Palmer entitled “The Valley of 
the San Gabriels.” The artwork appeared in Mary 
Austin’s book “California: The Land of the Sun” in 
1914. Palmer, a British artist, specialized in “idyllic, 
rustic landscapes,” mostly in England and Scotland. 
He traveled to California several times and painted a 
series of California scenes. He exhibited at the Roy-
al Academy and his works are now found at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum and other galleries, 
according to Wikipedia. 

◄ One of the few photos available showing San 
Fernando Road was taken in 1906 when crews were 
installing pipes to bring gas from Los Angeles to 
some 800 customers in Glendale, Burbank, San Fer-
nando and a large part of the San Fernando Valley. 
Above and this photo: Glendale History Room, 
Glendale Public Library  

▼ San Fernando Road between Colorado Boule-
vard and West Harvard Street 1932  Dick Whitting-
ton Studio, University of Southern California. Li-
braries  
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The River and the Railroad:  The  
Metrolink tracks that run next to San 
Fernando Road in Glendale were laid by 
the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1873 on 
the edge of the bluff forming the historic 
eastern bank of the Los Angeles River 
floodplain.   

The Tongva trail, and later the railroad 
and San Fernando Road were all built 
on this riverbank to avoid the periodic 
flooding by the river. (The parts of the 
railroad further south where the Arroyo 
Parkway crosses the river were not so 
fortunate in the great 1938 flood which 
led to channelizing the river.) 

The bluff is now obscured by the indus-
trial area extending about a third of a 
mile from the tracks to the concrete 
banks of the river, although the descent 
into the river plain is still evident if one 
crosses the tracks into that area. 

Fun Fact:  San Fernando intersects eve-
ry major east-west and north-south 
street in Glendale below the Verdugo 
Mountains except for Glenoaks!  

(Peter Fuad) 

towns and cities, such as Tujunga, Azusa 
and Pacoima, come from the Tongva lan-
guage, as noted by Liana Aghajanian in the 
Los Angeles Times, Oct. 15, 2012. 

Verdugo Land Grant 

Much of the road’s more recent histo-
ry is intertwined with the history of the 
Verdugo land grant, the 36,000-plus acres 
which Spanish soldier Jose Maria Verdugo 
received permission to use in 1784. The 
dirt wagon trail was then known as the  

“Los Angeles and San 
Fernando Road.” 

At the time, church offi-
cials were planning to 
establish another mis-
sion between the al-
ready existing San Ga-
briel and San Buenaven-
tura missions.  

In 1795, the officials 
traveled over Verdugo’s 

land, seeing crops of watermelon, sugar 
melons, corn and beans. Despite the fact 
that it was so productive, they did not se-
lect it for the site of the new mission; pos-
sibly, according to Glendale Area History, 
edited by Carroll W. Parcher and E. 
Caswell in 1957, because there were no 

permanent structures in place. 

Instead, the church selected property 
to the northwest of Verdugo’s rancho. The 
new mission, San Fernando Rey de Espa-
ña, opened two years later, in 1797. 

Verdugo retired from the Spanish ar-
my in 1798 and moved to his Rancho San 
Rafael; welcoming guests and entertaining 
them lavishly.  

He claimed ownership of the land al-
most all the way north to the new San Fer-
nando mission. In 1817, government offi-
cials established a dividing line between 
the two ranchos; that border is where Uni-
versal City is located today.     

San Fernando Road was-
n’t officially named and rec-
orded until 1871, when Ver-
dugo’s huge estate was divid-
ed into 31 parcels in the 
“Great Partition’’ court case. 
At the same time, the court 
ordered that the “Los Angeles 
and San Fernando Road” re-
main open for unrestricted 
travel ‘henceforth and forev-
er.’   

Although the route stayed 
pretty much the same, by the 
turn of the century, the old 

name fell out of use and for many years 
went by the less romantic name of Second 
Street,  
according to Parcher.  

In 1918, the portion which ran through 
Glendale officially became San Fernando 
Road. It was part of historic US 99. 

Despite recent interruptions at a cou-
ple of points along Interstate 5, Wikipedia 
notes that the historic route largely contin-
ues to connect Los Angeles and the San 
Fernando Mission and points beyond. 

(I welcome your questions and com-
ments about local history. Please contact 
me at katherineyamada@gmail.com). 

(Continued from page 2) 

Tongva Trail to Major Thoroughfare 

▼ Contemporary postcard showing Burbank’s “Golden Mall” when it first opened in 
1967. The mall closed San Fernando Boulevard in downtown Burbank in an attempt to 
revitalize the shopping area. Like many similar downtown malls across the country that 
closed off a main shopping street, it failed (touristy Santa Monica Third Street Mall  
being a notable exception).  By the late 1980s the mall had deteriorated to the point 
where the city had completely reopened the street by 1988.   

“BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN BURBANK” 
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Steve Zurn Retires 

By Pam Ellis 

G lendale Water & Power (GWP) 
General Manager Steve Zurn an-

nounced his departure at the end of 
2020. Zurn served most of his 34 years 
with Glendale in various positions in the 
Public Works Department until appoint-
ed director of GWP in 2003 and then 
General Manager in 2012.  

Updating Job  
Description 

Roubik Golanian, 
Interim City Man-
ager told The 
Guardian that 
staff was updating 
the job description 
to reflect changes 
in the industry as 
well as the Coun-
cil’s vision for the 
position.  

The revised job description was 
presented for review to the Civil Service 
commission on December 9. In the 
meantime, Golanian is reviewing pro-
posals from a number of executive re-
cruitment firms. The firms will have to 
be interviewed before one can be select-
ed. The search will commence in 2021. 

Salary and Benefits  
Will Exceed $300,000 

The GWP General Manager works 
under the administrative direction of the 
city manager. With salary and benefits, 
this position costs the taxpayers well 
over $300,000 annually. 

The job description has called for a 
bachelor’s degree in civil, electrical or 
mechanical engineering, business ad-
ministration, public administration, fi-
nance accounting or related fields. Given 
the diverse skills required for the posi-
tion, various officials say qualifications 
should now include a requirement for 
technical skills and an advanced degree.  

A number of current managers in 
the department might be interested and 
appear qualified for the position. The 
new manager must manage the upgrade 
of the Grayson Power Plant and be able 
to avoid or minimize black outs.  

GWP General 
Manager  Yasmin Beers Retires 

By Pam Ellis 

C ity Manager Yasmin Beers unexpect-
edly announced her retirement on 

August 17, 2020 only two years after her 
appointment to the position. Now, it is the 
City Council’s job to hire a new manager. 
The City Manager, not the Council, runs 
the day-to-day operations of the City. The 
manager also hires personnel, develops 
fiscal plans, regulates building activities 
and acts as liaison between the residents 
and city government. It is thought by 
many to be the most important position in 
the City. 

The City Council has met in closed 
session since late August discussing how 
they would proceed. Finally on November 
3rd, City Attorney Mike Garcia announced 
that Council would seek an executive re-
cruiter to aid in the search. The selection 
of the executive recruiter will occur at an 
open public meeting of the City Council 
on a date to be announced. Internal candi-
dates will be able to able for the position 
as well. 

An Executive Search firm was select-
ed at the December 8 City Council meet-
ing. Seven firms were originally under 
consideration but the group was reduced 
to four firms which made presentations at 
the meeting. 

• Avery Associates / Los Gatos  

• Alliance Resource Consulting LLC / 
La Palma 

• CPS HR Consulting / Sacramento – 
16 weeks 

• Peckham & McKenney, Roseville 

CPS HR Consulting was selected 
with a vote of four to one. The firm will 
use direct personal contacts, advertise-
ments and hopefully stakeholder outreach 
(community and employees) to select a 
field of qualified candidates from which 
the City Council would select our next 
City Manager. Professional fees for the 
search are a fixed flat fee of $25,000 plus 
travel expenses for candidates who are 
invited forward to interview. The search 
will require 14 to 16 weeks. 

Northwest Glendale Homeowner’s 
Association Board of Directors in a Sep-
tember 13, 2020, open letter to the City 
Council asked that the Council conduct an 

outside public search. We asked that they 
consider the following points which we 
believe are all important considerations.  

Although current staff members 
might apply for the position, the Council 
should conduct a national search. 

The selection process should be open 
and transparent, involving and informing 
the public at large. 

The candidates should have experi-
ence in city leadership with a measurable 
track record. 

The candidates 
should have experi-
ence developing a 
balance budget and 
the ability to make 
cuts as needed. 

The candidate 
should have the abil-
ity to recruit, hire 
and supervise city 
staff. 

The candidate should have the ability 
to work with the city council, serving as 
their chief adviser and carrying out their 
policies. 

Roubik Golanian was named Interim 
City Manager until the City Council se-
lects a permanent replacement. Mr. 
Golanian has previously served as Assis-
tant City Manager for a little over a year. 
Prior to that he has served as Senior Civil 
Engineer, City Engineer, and Deputy Di-
rector of Public Works. It should be noted 
that Ms. Beers had served eight years as 
Assistant City Manager prior to being 
appointed City Manager.  

workers at a nearby home were cutting 
rebar with power tools causing sparks 
from the cutting equipment to fly into 
nearby dry vegetation and ignite. No 
homes were damaged but 14 homes on 
Idlewood and West Mountain were or-
dered evacuated as a precaution.  Two 
hours later the fire’s progression was 
halted and it was fully contained around 
7 p.m. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Brushfire! 

Glendale City Manager  

Retirements Give City Council Opportunity to Fill Top Jobs at City Hall  

Steve Zurn  

Yasmin Beers  
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not release your information in any way 
that would identify you or your household. 

I was hired by the 2020 Census in 
January. I completed my security and 
background check, and I was waiting to 
hear when my assignment would begin. 
But everything changed on March 20 when 
the “Shelter in Place” order happened. I 
received emails from the local Census Bu-
reau asking me to “please standby” for 
further direction. The emails continued 
until July when I finally received a call 
from an unlisted phone number and the 
caller was from the Census Bureau. They 
asked me if I was still interested and when 
I said yes they gave me direction on how I 
would begin to receive further information 
on training and start dates.  

My Training 

My official first day of training and 
work began July 28 at Occidental College 
where we were seated at desks outdoors 
under a large tent in a large socially distant 
group. We took an oath of office to protect 
the Constitution and protect the confidenti-
ality of all information we collected. We 
were then given our government issue 
work materials: a briefcase with “Census 
Bureau” emblazoned across it, PPE (2 cot-
ton masks and hand sanitizer), and stacks 
of various Census forms.  

The InternetTechnology team handed 
out the devices which we would use for 
data collection. IT gave us an iPhone 6 
with what felt like a bullet proof case that 
had the Census Bureau logo on it (kind of 
nerdy cool). This was the first time a  
Decennial Census would use electronic 
devices for data collection.  

We were given instructions on creat-
ing our own passwords, a few quick notes 
on phone usage, and we were told to 
“NEVER turn the phone off”. I took the  
IT team at their word and never turned my 
phone off or even came close to running a 
low battery. After we received our phones 
we were released and told to expect a call 
in an hour for further instruction.  

Training began that afternoon and 
would continue for four days of online 
classes and teleconference calls. I could 
tell from the people I spoke to on the con-
ference calls that this was a rapid pace 
training and some people were confused. 
The pandemic had thrown a huge wrench 
into how the Census usually trains enumer-
ators and what usually would be done in a 

classroom was now virtual for the first 
time ever, no easy task. To prepare 
250,000 enumerators to go into the field 
during a pandemic and collect important 
data was challenging. Also, directions and 
timelines from Washington D.C. were 
changing, sometimes daily. The Census 
trainers were passionate and some shared 
with us that they were working 18 hour a 
day shifts to get us ready. 

Getting into the Neighborhood 

Finally it was time for me to get out in 
the neighborhood and begin field inter-
views. The Census purposely assigns enu-
merators to work in their own neighbor-
hoods which was a relief to me. Initially,  
I imagined walking to my cases but when I 
looked at my daily caseload of 50 cases  
I quickly got into my car. My cases were 
spread all across Northwest Glendale and 
we were in the midst of a heatwave. 

The data capture app we used was 
most of the time user friendly, but it took 
me a day or two to master it and feel confi-
dent. It’s important for people to know that 
when we get a case list we only receive an 
address, no names or personal information.  

It is up to the respondent if they want 
to share their name or members of their 
households’ names. Once an enumerator 
enters information and they hit the submit 
button the case is uploaded to the Census 
data cloud and enumerators never see it 
again. All web data is highly encrypted to 
protect your privacy.  

The ten questions enumerators ask are 
the same for every household: we follow a 
Census script and we are not supposed to 

go off the script. The resident who answers 
the door is, in Census speak, called a 
“respondent”. A respondent must be at 
least 15 years of age and does not have to 
be a citizen. If the respondent does not 
speak English we can find out their lan-
guage preference and then a translator is 
sent or calls them. A child of the house-
hold can serve as a translator for a re-
spondent. A respondent can refuse to give 
the names of the household and any info 
they do not want to share. The most im-
portant information is how many people 
live at the address. This number is used to 
give the government population infor-
mation so that cities can receive proper 
funding for schools, senior services, hospi-
tals, and congressional representation. The 
information is vital for proper allocation of 
government funds. 

The official Census NRFU count start-
ed late and the deadline of completion was 
not adjusted. We were required to work at 
least 25 hours a week when initially we 
were told we could work 15 to 20 hours. 
Since my family was not travelling and we 
were home for the summer, I took on the 
challenge of the additional hours. This past 
August I worked six day weeks to get my 
cases done. Each day felt like a scavenger 
hunt, where if I successfully completed a 
case it felt like an achievement.  

Respondents Reactions Varied 

Most respondents were friendly but 
occasionally there were angry people who 
had anti-government views and people 
who just couldn’t be bothered.  

My favorite day was an apartment 
building where I completed every case and 
each person I met was nicer than the last. I 
had several places where I knocked on a 
door where the parent didn’t speak English 
but their children did. One boy was so hap-
py to be his mother’s translator and his 
mom was so proud of him. He even knew 
what the Census was having been taught 
about it in school. I completed several 
questionnaires via RING cameras which 
was not enjoyable due to sound issues and 
wearing a mask. Many people invited me 
inside or offered me water which was kind 
but due to Covid-19 this was not a good 
idea.  

I had one respondent ask me if I could 
pose for Instagram. She was way too hap-
py to see me but I appreciated the enthusi-
asm. I told her I really wasn’t allowed to 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

I was a Glendale Census Taker 
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pose for pictures but if she wanted she 
could take a picture of me after we com-
pleted the interview as I walked away. She 
accepted. My worst experience happened 
when I was finishing a case in an apart-
ment building and a man who I had left a 
“Notice of Visit” under his door got ex-
tremely angry and followed me to the 
street, yelling at me about how he hates the 
government and wanted to know who I 
was. I was thankful the apartment manager 
opened his door to calm the man and allow 
me to quickly get to my car.  

Heat and Pandemic Toughest Aspects 

The hardest aspects of my enumerator 
work were the extreme heat and the pan-
demic. Communicating with people 
through a mask and trying to gain trust is 
not easy. I did let people know I lived in 
the neighborhood to hopefully put them at 
ease. Due to the heat I wore a wide brim 
hat and sun protective clothing and my 

daughter said I looked like a bee keeper! 
The Census was not meant to be done dur-
ing peak summer heat. In the training vide-
os they show unmasked Census takers in 
light business casual. I wish it would have 
been a cool 65 degree day when I worked, 
not 104 degrees.  

My August 2020 of Census work 
made me feel more connected to my neigh-
borhood. I purposely worked later in the 
day and many days I enjoyed the evening 
sunsets, seeing families, and seeing gar-
dens with pomegranate trees blooming. I 
saw plenty of neighbors that I knew and I 
had a few neighbors serve as proxies to 
help data collection. A proxy can be any 
person who lives close to a home where no 
one responds. The proxy can volunteer to 
give information to an enumerator about a 
household. The most important infor-
mation is the household count. I want to 
thank the folks who may be reading this 
article who served as proxies for me. 

Overall I enjoyed my Census work, I 
saw it was an opportunity to serve my 
community and country during a difficult 
time. My last day in the field was in early 
September. My supervisor, who I only 
spoke to via text or phone, said our NW 

Glendale team was one of the top data col-
lectors in the country.  

Our team had a good group text going, 
always asking questions and giving each 
other virtual encouragement. By early Sep-
tember the daily caseloads were decreas-
ing. Our supervisor reported to us that 
there was a huge need for enumerators to 
work in the Central Valley and Las Vegas 
as the deadline was looming and open cas-
es were large in those regions. Many of my 
virtual co-workers travelled to work in 
Vegas. I had to end my work because my 
daughter was beginning high school soon. 

I’m very curious of the overall count 
and what the 2020 Census report will re-
veal. Was it a successful count in 2020, a 
year that has been so difficult for people on 
so many levels. I also wonder what the 
2030 count process will be like. The tech-
nological advances between 2010 and 2020 
were vast in regards to how the NRFU 
work was done on paper and now is done 
via an app on a phone.  

Maybe by 2030 enumerators will be 
holograms showing up at people’s doors. I 
just hope in 2030 that the Census will 
again take place in the much cooler month 
of April.  

(Continued from page 6) 

I was a Glendale 
Census Taker 
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By Peter Fuad 

T he NWGHA is asking the City to 
install roundabouts at the inter-

section of Bel Aire, Sonora and 
Grandview and the intersection of 
Grandview, Mountain and El Miradero in 
front of the Brand Park gates.  We feel 
these three-street intersections are awk-
ward and unsafe to cross, whether as a 
driver, walker or biker.  We also feel 
roundabouts have an aesthetic appeal that 
would enhance the neighborhood. 

At the urging of the NWGHA, Coun-
cilmember Dan Brotman submitted the 
idea to the Public Works Department to 
gauge the feasibility of such roundabouts.  

While Public Works did not say “no,” 
they stated that roundabouts would require 
extensive additional study with input from 
stakeholders like the police and fire de-
partments. Instead, the department will 
install marked crosswalks and curb ramps 
at the intersections and perform a traffic 
calming study for Grandview.  

While we welcome the department’s 
commitment to upgrade the safety of these 
intersections, we still believe roundabouts 
are worth additional study because they 
will provide unique signature intersec-
tions— nicely planted roundabouts, to-
gether with the above measures Public 
Works is recommending, would provide 
safety plus a touch of class and calmness 
to the area.  

Some fear that motorists will not 
know how to negotiate roundabouts, which 
are, of course, common in other parts of 
the world.  However, they are not even 
that novel here. There are already approxi-
mately 70 roundabouts in LA and Orange 
Counties, and Glendale has an existing 
roundabout at Columbus and Riverdale. 

While clearly not the most pressing 
need these days, we do hope the process 
can continue to assess the feasibility of 
these roundabouts. 

Association Asks for Roundabouts 

Dead Landscaping Neighborhood Blight  
By Jerome Sander 

O ne of the great pleasures of living 
in Glendale is the beauty and 

tranquility of our neighborhoods. North-
west Glendale is particularly notable for its 
fine and varied residential architecture, 
pedestrian-friendly sidewalks, and well-
maintained lawns open to tree-lined streets, 
all of which enhance our quality of life and 
foster a strong sense of community.  Ours 
is a highly desirable neighborhood where 
the purchase of a home requires a signifi-
cant money, time and energy.  

Good Landscapes Enhance  
Neighborhoods 

Enhancing our neighborhood’s beauty 
and sustainability has long been a focus of 
the Northwest Glendale Homeowners As-
sociation. Property maintenance plays a 
significant role in this, and we actively 
encourage our city government to recog-
nize the importance of identifying and en-
forcing maintenance standards, which in-
clude not only structures but also land-
scape. A well-designed and attentively 
maintained landscape is naturally appeal-
ing and valuable. A landscape done poorly, 
not at all, or neglected will at best be unat-

tractive and at worst a drag on its value and 
likely that of its neighbors. 

City ordinance requires that 40% of an 
R1 Residential property be permanently 
landscaped open space, and that more than 
50% of that landscape consist of living 
material (trees, shrubs, grass) which must 
then be maintained (watered, trimmed, 
cleared of debris).  

Complaints Drive City Enforcement  

Lack of maintenance can result in a 
visit from a Neighborhood Services inspec-
tor and the issuance of a fine along with a 
notice that the owner is expected to remedy 
the situation. City inspectors respond only 
to submitted complaints; if you are unhap-
py with the maintenance of a property, call 
Neighborhood Services at 818-548-3700.  

Dry Climate a Challenge 

The hot, dry Southern California cli-
mate can be challenging to gardeners and 
landscape designers. Increasing average 
temperatures, extended summer conditions 
and annual fluctuations in rainfall require 
adaptation. Drought tolerant plants (native 
Californian, Mediterranean, Australian and 
South African varieties), newly developed 
deep-rooted buffalo grasses, succulents and 

cacti are more likely to thrive here now. 
They all require water but, once estab-
lished, much less than plants that were 
commonly used 30 years ago. 

City ordinances recognize the need for 
water conservation and specify watering 
restrictions under varying conditions of 
drought, but under no circumstances is lack 
of watering acceptable. Trees are extreme-
ly valuable assets and should be given 
enough water to survive any drought. 
Large shrubs are next in line for protection 
and grasses last. Nurturing and preserving 
healthy plant growth and soil ecology is 
environmentally beneficial because soil 
microbes actively remove CO2 from the 
atmosphere. That is why it is better to plant 
and maintain a landscape than cover the 
earth with inert materials like asphalt, tile, 
gravel or cement, and it is why the City 
requires more than 50% of a landscape to 
consist of living plants.  

Homeownership is a pleasure and a 
privilege. It’s also a responsibility and one 
major part of that responsibility is main-
taining your property, including the land-
scape. You will enjoy the benefits of an 
attractive, appealing home, as will your 
neighbors. 
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Webmaster  

Philip Keller, DRB Representative 

Carol Brusha, Recording Secretary, 
Publicity Director, Associate Editor of 
The Guardian 

Jerome Sander, GCC Representative 

Additional Directors:  Royal Barber,  
Pam Ellis and Margi Simpkins  

1413½ W. Kenneth Road, #208 
Glendale, California  91201 

nwglendale@gmail.com, 

www.nwglendaleha.org • 818.754.8274 
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“Your friendly neighborhood IT Guy providing  
expert services in the neighborhood since 1999” 

WE ARE A MICROSOFT CERTIFIED PARTNER 
SPECIALIZING IN A WIDE RANGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

PC & Mac Repair ■ upgrades ■ troubleshooting ■   
desktop support ■ wired/wireless network design,  

installation & maintenance ■ much more 

We will come to you for on-site service or free pickup 
and delivery. Simply call our number to schedule a same-

day service. Contact us at: 818.265.0900  

Our business hours are from1:00 pm until 7:30pm 
Mondays-Fridays 

Email:  info@dartran.com  www.dartran.com  

By Pam Ellis 

I n-person graduation at Hoover High School 
was cancelled for the first time since the 

school opened in 1927.  

A parade of graduates and families traveled 
across Olmsted to School Street and into the Hoover 
High School parking lot to pick up diplomas and 
have their picture taken with staff members.  

Three hundred sixty two students received di-
plomas according to Dr. Jennifer Earl, the proud 
principal of Hoover High School. She shared that 
currently most students are receiving online instruc-
tion, but they have begun to plan for at risk students 
to have learning center on campus. There are also 
some student athletes conditioning in small and con-
trolled pods with their coaches.  

Dr. Earl added that teachers and staff have ad-
justed quickly to remote teaching. Congratulations 
to the graduates and keep up the good work Hoover 
staff! (Pam Ellis photos) 

Hoover High Has 
“Drive Thru” 2020 
Graduation Parade 

http://www.dartran.com
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To increase the state’s housing stock, state 
law requires that California cities allow ADUs 
and junior accessory dwelling units under spe-
cial zoning laws. These laws trump local regu-
lations. 

Increasing housing is a laudable goal.  
However, the new state laws preempt many 
local design standards on the premise that cit-
ies would use such standards to prevent or 
limit ADUs. The line between what state law 
preempts and allows  is not always clear.  

A current example is Glendale City Coun-
cil's preliminary adoption of changes that will 
permit ADUs on corner lots to be built closer 
to the side street sidewalk than the usual street 
setback would permit, essentially treating them 
as if they were normal frontage lots (see photo 
below).  This appears to be a change not man-
dated by the state. The NWGHA wrote Coun-
cil opposing this ordinance.  

The City's rationale is to give corner lots 

the same advantages as other lots. However, 
the City should not be attempting to equalize 
building opportunities on lots that are differ-
ently situated and will have a greater negative 
visual impact upon the existing streetscape.   

Shredding Event 

Our annual shredding event, held this year 
on November 7, again proved to be a most 
popular event. Almost 50 members and many 
non- members brought boxes of papers to 
shred.  Thanks especially to Margi Simkins 
who spearheaded the event this year and to 
Jerome Sander for designing a catchy postcard. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

New ADUs Loom 
in Neighborhoods  

2020 Annual Meeting 

Did we have an annual meeting this 
year?  Well, yes we did virtually via 
Zoom.  While not as many members 
participated as would normally attend 
our in-person gathering at Brand Li-
brary, the meeting was successful and 
produced a unique experience that we 
were not expecting.   

Our guest speakers were newly-
elected councilmembers Dan Brotman 
and Ardy Kassakhian. Being on a screen 

rather than on a stage made their pres-
ence more intimate and approachable.  
One was better able to understand their 
stances and answers to participant ques-
tions.  Thanks to Pam Ellis and her 
daughter Alex for helping us produce 
the event. 

Nonetheless, informal social gather-
ing is an important part of our annual 
meetings, and members greeting each 
other (and city officials) was missed.   

Happy holidays to you all! 

There will be more:  A fully permitted ADU 
under construction above an existing garage 
on a corner lot.  The structure was allowed to 
protrude into the side street setback. 
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H
By Pam Ellis 

H 
ave you ever looked north 
towards the mountains 
above Pacific Avenue and 
noticed the white “H”? 

I have lived in Glendale for near-
ly 40 years and have always been 
under the impression that it was the 
Hoover “H”. I have heard of Hoover 
students periodically climbing down 
the hill (off of Rimcrest) and applying 
fresh white wash to the stones to 
make it stand out. However, a neigh-
bor posed a different idea of its origin 
and challenged me to find out the real 
story.  

Glendale Highlands 

First stop was city hall where I 
contacted Jay Platt, Historic Preserva-
tion Planner. Unfortunately, he is 
working from home due to the pan-
demic and didn’t have access to his-
toric records. He did share a case he 
had handled on Hillcrest Avenue in 
the Brockmont neighborhood. Those 
records showed that the home was 
built by H.M. Roth Construction 
Company. According to the permits, 
the address of this house was original-
ly Rondith Drive, and the surrounding 
land was first developed by the Ron-
dith Corporation as Glendale High-
lands. See the adjacent advertisement 
promoting the tract. ► 

Early Developers and Planners 

The Rondith Corporation was 
formed as a partnership between de-
veloper Carlin G. Smith and George 
M. Sunday, eldest son of the famous 

evangelist Billy Sunday. The plan of 
Glendale Highlands was drawn by Dr. 
Carol Aronovici, a world-renowned 
city planner and a close associate of 
architects R. M. Schindler and Rich-
ard Neutra. An open competition was 
held to select the best design for the 
homes. 

Despite the fanfare in the local 
media, the corporation failed before 
construction of the houses could 
begin. Rondith Drive subsequently 
lost its name.  

It is unknown if the “H” was con-
structed to designate the neighbor-
hood (similar to the Hollywood sign 
being originally built as 
“Hollywoodland”). I did find an ad-
vertisement from the LA Times dated 
November 14, 1926. I do not believe 
that the fire road which later became 
Rimcrest was built until the early 
1930s but maybe there was a trail or 
more primitive fire road there in 
1926. 

A “Mountain Monogram?” 

Another idea is that our “H” is a 
hillside letter or “mountain mono-
gram,” which was quite popular in the 
early 1900s in the West. Hoover High 
School opened in 1926 and thus could 
account for the “H”. According to 
Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Hillside_letters), these letters 
were commonly constructed to cele-
brate winning teams, to commemorate 
the building of high schools and in 
memory of local community mem-
bers.  

There are 81 hillside 
letters in California. 
Evelyn Corning re-
ported that there are 
426 known U.S. 
hillside letters which 
she lists in her book, 
“Hillside Letters A to 
Z: A Guide to 
Hometown Land-
marks”. 

I would love to know 
if anyone knows the 
real story or a different 
story of our local land-
mark. If so, please call 
or email the Guardi-
an’s editor at nwglen-
dale@gmail.com. 

The Mysterious  

The letter is located at 34°10'44.0"N 118°15'22.3"W. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillside_letters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillside_letters
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By Carol Brusha 

M ost, if not all of us, have gone to 
Griffith Park at least once.  Af-

ter all it is in our backyard. 

It has been a large part of my life da-
ting back to before I was born.  Yes, my 
Mom hiked there during her pregnancy 
with me.  As a youngster, she took me to 
the merry-go-round, the zoo and the pony 
rides. She also started me hiking at age 
seven or eight and I’ve been doing so ever 
since.  Most important, I met my husband, 
Ron, at the Sierra Club sponsored night 
hikes held there all year long. I am now a 
board member of Friends of Griffith Park 
whose mission is to preserve this land. 

Tram Seen as Solution  
to Residential Traffic 

For many years, the Hollywood sign 
was just a sign on a hillside until it wasn’t.  
Now it’s a celebrity and this status has 
brought in tourists from all over the world 
with many wanting selfies as close as pos-
sible.  Technology directs them into a resi-
dential area which now has the besieged 
homeowners upset to put it mildly and now 
the city of Los Angeles is very involved. 

Ideas flowed back and forth regarding 
the unwanted influx of cars and people and 
how to handle the problem until finally the 
most grandiose “idea” of all came forward 
– build an aerial transit system (ATS) and 
hey, while at it, construct a large viewing 
area below the sign.  

But this is no longer an “idea.”  Seri-

ous feasibility studies have begun on four 
possible routes to a landing area below the 
summit of Mt. Lee, all of which angle 
around the park with massive towers that 
would ambush wildlife, native plants and 
the peacefulness of hikers and equestrians 
just so Los Angeles can claim a tourist 
attraction. Some advocates would like this 
open for the 2028 Summer Olympics.  

Up to 24 Towers 

We are not talking a few towers.  
Some route options call for up to 24. How 
much would this cost?  One design compa-
ny, Stantec, estimates $50 to $70 million 
but based on research done by Friends of 
Griffith Park this type of monorail with 
detachable gondolas often ends up at $50 
to $70 million per mile.  The route would 
be 2 ¼ to 2 ½ miles depending on the 
route.  And then there are also cost over-
runs. (Look at what’s happening with the 
“bullet train.”) 

There is also a safety factor with gon-
dolas traversing rugged terrain, such as 
brush fires that do occur with some regu-
larity; power failures (such as what hap-
pens at famous amusement parks and on 
ski lifts when people have to manually be 
taken off); violent Santa Ana winds. How 
would rescues take place quickly and safe-
ly? 

Griffith Park has been designated a 
Historic Cultural Monument.  It is the larg-
est urban wilderness park in the United 
States with wildlife that includes a world-
famous mountain lion known as P-22.  All 

the proposed routes will encroach on this. 

Opposition letters have been pouring 
into the offices of Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti from concerned organizations and 
homeowner groups, as well as from the 
City of Burbank and State Senator Antho-
ny Portantino. 

Send Your Protest Letter 

Protest letters from private citizens are 
very important.  Write to Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti, Los Angeles City 
Hall, 200 Spring Street, Los Angeles. CA 
90012. 

Tram Poses Major Threat To Griffith Park 

Rendering of the proposed aerial tram for Griffith Park. 

NWGHA welcomes the following 
new members who have joined 
NWGHA in the last six months: Jeralyn 
Adamson, Arlene Edjourian, Eddie 
Minassian, Sharon Ouellette. 

If you know someone who would 
like to join NWGHA, please email us 
their address and we will mail them a 
complimentary newsletter and an appli-
cation.  nwglendale@gmail.com  

Email: we still have members who 
are not on our Constant Contact email 
list. Please send us your email address 
to nwglendale@gmail.com  

Welcome, New 
Members! 

mailto:nwglendale@gmail.com
mailto:nwglendale@gmail.com





